I. Introduction
To put in words of Professor George Wald-"Three billion years of life, three million years of man like creatures, 10,000 years of civilization and then mere 200 years of industrial revolution, has brought us to the brink of disaster." Last 50 years has been historic in terms of frequent and catastrophic changes brought about in the environmentin face of Global Warming, Deforestation, Ozone layer depletion, Desertification, prolonged Drought, intensified Floods and Cyclones-or just in one word-ENVIRONMENTAL IMBALANCE. The diagram below would make the picture clear.
And with this, the last 42 years, since 1972 when the first serious effort to take the note of the environmental issues at the global level, has been historic in realizing and accepting the very fact that man has built a suicidal living system out of this world, that man is responsible for this environmental imbalance. The earth is stricken by a fever-that of Global Warming, and the cause of the fever is human-induced.
Here, what is important is to let people know that what should be done to mitigate the effects of global warming. I personally would like to recommend what I follow in my life and would appeal to you all to follow them for GREENER WORLD FOR BETTER WORLD. Otherwise, it is we who will perish, not the earth.
Various Conferences/meetings has been initiated with the purpose of environment protection since 1972, but the seriousness of the issue has not been felt yet. There has to be immediate cut down of green house gases and CFCs. According to the scientists, even if we stop carbon dioxide emissions now, stabilization will require several 100 years. Basically we have failed to develop common ways to protect our planet, which would have been agreed by the North (developed) and South (developing) both. We need to develop better models and gain better understanding of both climate change and variability and short-term trends in weather. We would have to soon decide how to prevent the damage to our environment. Clean Development Mechanism and Technology Transfer are some of the answers and we ought to be concerned for it. The following suggestions have been recommended at different levels to mitigate the effects of global warming and to control it.
Responding to Environment Imbalance: Mitigation Strategies
Striking a balance between economic development and environmental protection is essential. It has been suggested that countries ought to adopt strategies to mitigate global warming, such as energy conservation, shifting to renewable sources of energy rather than carbon fuels and thus, reduce emission of CO 2 and green house gases. [1] 1.1.1 Sacrifice The fact is that there is no way both to clean up the environment and conserve natural resources without changing the life style of people in the industrialized nations. The challenge is that of motivating people to make the necessary changes now, before a worldwide disaster forces much more difficult adjustments upon us.
[2]
Political Action
To preserve the natural environment for ourselves and the generations to come, two things must be done. First, a stronger educational campaign must be launched to make people aware of the environmental problems. Second, more ordinary citizen must join together and become involved in the political action necessary to strengthen antipollution laws, increase the enforcement effort and protect our natural resources.
[3]
Conserving Resources
There is no doubt that existing resources can be used more efficiently. It is possible that a large scale, multistage recycling program can be introduced in imitation of natural ecosystems. The immediate task is not to develop technologies that are more efficient, the challenge is to find ways of persuading people to use the conservation measures that are already available. [4] Raising awareness on climate change may help to encourage a culture of conservation. There are many gains in terms of water and energy efficiency, that could help offset the combined impact of growing demand, population growth and climate change.
[5]
New Technology
A growing number of scientists and concerned citizens are coming to see solar power as the best answer to the world"s energy problems. Solar power units use the endless supply of energy from the sun, are nonpolluting and pose no threat of radiation or explosion. Such technology is an imitation of nature since all the energy in natural ecosystems ultimately comes from the sun.
[6]
Limiting Growth
Any effective solution to the environmental crisis must include some form of population control, otherwise there is bound to be more and more pollution and ever increasing drain on natural resources. The world would be more peaceful and secure if the people of industrialized nations learned to accept a more leisurely life style and a lower standard of living while encouraging economic growth in the Third World. [7] 1.1.6 Green Global Economy Green is not an option but a necessity for recharging the economy of the countries and creating jobs. All Governments should expand green stimulus elements including energy efficiency, renewables, mass transit, new smart electricity grids and reforestation and to co-ordinate their efforts for rapid results. Investing in the green economy is not an optional expense. It is a smart investment for a more equitable prosperous future [ . 8] India should continue with its own climate initiatives such as solar energy project proposal and the plan to promote energy efficiency and conservation. The latter has been approved as a part of Government"s National Action Plan on Climate and the Prime Minister has declared India"s intention to save 5% energy annually by 2015. [9] We have far more effective solutions available locally like-climate-friendly diets; energy saving infrastructure, especially in buildings; terraces need to have small gardens with useful plantation, so that plants can work their miracle of converting CO 2 into O 2.
[10] Developing countries like India have tremendous potential to improve more efficient vehicles, reduction in transmission and distribution losses, better roads and city-planning, better designed houses, they all add up to bring the cumulative change needed.
[11]
International Co-Operation
International cooperation is of utmost importance to reduce planetary emissions in the wake of environmental cataclysm.
 Working out a viable financial framework to cut emissions and fund climate change mitigation strategies requires a healthy dialogue between the stake-holders.  Innovative policies for generating renewable energy and water conservation can make climate change mitigation efforts more affordable, minimize the burden on the state exchequer and boost employment and overall growth. [12]  Climate change and its shared security implications will be best resolved through co-operation -to reduce green-house gases emissions, to develop comprehensive international strategies to manage forced migration, to share the most innovative approaches for adaptation and to manage shared resources.
[13]
Green Construction Or Sustainable Building
It is the practice of creating structure and using processes that are environmentally responsible and resourceefficient throughout a building"s life-cycle. Green buildings are designed to reduce the overall impact of the built environment on human health and natural environment by efficiently using energy, water and other resources; reducing waste, pollution and environmental degradation. [14] Better architecture and energy savings in buildings could do more to fight global warming than all curbs on GHGs. More use of concrete, metals and timber in construction and less use of energy for everything from ACs to lighting in homes and offices could save millions of dollars in a sector accounting for 30-40% of world energy use. Switching to energy efficient light bulbs, better insulation and ventilation, avoid building a bigger house than you need.
[15]
Organic Farming
Promoting the production and use of organic products/food is one of the effective ways to prevent global warming. The tendency of organic soils to capture CO 2 far exceeds that of the soil used in conventional farming.
Estimates suggest that we can get rid of 580 billion ibs of CO 2 , if we resort to organic farming for food production.
[16]
WHO Response
Many policies and individual choices have the potential to reduce GHGs emissions and produce major health co-benefits. For example, promoting the safe use of public transportation and active movement such as cycling and walking as alternative to using private vehicle, could reduce CO 2 emissions and improve health. In 2009, the World Health Assembly endorsed a new WHO work plan on climate change and health. This includes:  Advocacy: to raise awareness that climate change is the fundamental threat to human health.  Partnerships: to coordinate with partner agencies within the UN system, and ensure that health is properly represented in the climate change agenda.  Science and evidence: to coordinate reviews of the scientific evidence on the links between climate change and health, and develop a global research agenda.  Health system strengthening: to assist countries to assess their health vulnerabilities and build capacity to reduce health vulnerability to climate change. Maduca latifolia/ Brassia latifolia/ Madhuca indica latifolia 1.2.2 Secondly, go green-be vegetarian. Stop eating animals and confirm your share in maintaining ecological balance. The meat industry produces far more green house gases than the entire transport industry. A single pound of beef uses up nearly 2600 gallons of water, besides 9 pounds of food-grains, before it ends up in a meat store. 1.2.3 Thirdly, cut down on rising living standards and learn to live simple and leisurely life. The average American"s lifestyle choice make him produce an unsustainable 20 tonnes of green house gases annually far exceeding the safe limit of 2.3 tonnes per head and this is the life style we are aspiring towards. 1.2.4 One single-google search produces 7 grams of carbon dioxide. Search, when it is very important, otherwise avoid it. 1.2.5 Ban the use of polythene bags, where-ever you go, like for shopping, for picnic carry a cotton/jute bag. 1.2.6 Switch on to energy efficient light bulbs, CFLs and use energy very efficiently in all walks of life. 1.2.7 Save water and electricity. 1.2.8 "Environment" as a subject must be incorporated in syllabus of schools and colleges compulsorily. 1.2.9 Communicate the importance of Nature, impact of human activities in disturbing the ecological balance, along with how to preserve it to everyone you know. 1.2.10 A silk sari destroys 50,000 silk worms. Everything that we wear, even on our feet, must be pure. 1.2.11 Environment subject must be incorporated in syllabus of schools and colleges compulsorily.
1.2.12 Cut down private vehicles and push public transport system. 1.2.13 In terms of rules and regulations, we have the most stringent laws on books to protect the environment. But we lack in their strict enforcement. So we must join together and become involved in the political action necessary to strengthen anti-pollution laws, increase the enforcement efforts and protect our bio-diversity. 1.2.14 More importantly, we must realize that development is only possible when we act according to the laws of the environment. We cannot have one at the expense of the other.
II. Conclusion
The problem is what"s been emitted has been emitted, although it is not fair, it"s a fact that we all have to co-operate to do our utmost or we are never going to make it. Developed countries who contributed to most of the problem will have to pay for other countries to get energy access, technology and so on. Developing countries should move on with clean technologies, so that they avoid the path of dirty growth.
We have everything at our disposal, but we have to put them at right place and start working on it. We cannot progress until and unless we give the same importance to climate change and its consequences as we give to economic development or poverty alleviation and so on. Development along with environment should be our new agenda. This is the time for each and every country to revise policies that sacrifice the climate in the name of development or growth. Protection of environment and development of economy must go hand in hand.
And to put in words of Mahatma Gandhi-"The difference between what we do and what we are capable of doing would suffice to solve most of the world's problems."
